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Some words from our Temple COVID Task Force
  It is hard to be-

lieve that we 
have been apart 
for two years. 
Now, more than 
two years in, the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic continues 
to evolve relative-
ly rapidly. This 
time, thankfully, 

for the better. With the relaxation of 
CDC masking guidelines, many in-
stitutions have been adjusting their 
policies. Temple Beth Or is doing the 
same.
  In consultation with our Temple Beth 
Or Reopening COVID Task Force, 
effective immediately, our Temple’s 
religious services and adult programs 
will generally become mask-optional 
activities. HOWEVER, MAKOR (our 
Sunday school) and its programs will 
continue to require masking students 
and teachers through the end of the 
school year. In addition, communal 
dining events will return in the com-
ing weeks, including our live Passover 
Seder (which will also be streamed 
online for those who prefer to cele-
brate at home.)
  While a mask-optional policy may 
be welcome news for some, it may 
also bring health concerns and more 
complex emotions in others. As a re-
ligious community, we must main-
tain our commitment to accepting 
and supporting one another. No one 
should feel questioned or judged by 
continuing to wear a mask for any 
reason, nor for their decision not to. 
Given this, we invite those who may 

themselves be immune-compromised 
or have someone in their household 
who is and have children under 5 in 
their family to continue their current 
practice of mask usage.
  While the science supports the lift-
ing of universal masking among an 
all-vaccinated community within a 
low incidence setting, it is also clear 
that continuing to wear a high-quali-
ty mask (N 95, KN 95, KN 94) is one 
of the best tools we have for helping 
protect ourselves for any reason, even 
in an environment where others are 
unmasked.
  No one knows what the future holds 
for COVID-19. The leadership of 
Temple Beth Or and our Task Force 
will continue to monitor and review 

our policy using the most current 
data and guidelines. It will adjust as 
we deem appropriate for our commu-
nity.
  Over these past two years, we 
have defined what it means to be a 
multi-access community by creating 
a sacred connection online and in 
person. We are committed to seeing 
each other, masked or unmasked, to 
develop a community of love, rela-
tionship, and safety.

Shalom,
Rabbi Judy Chessin
Scot Denmark: Temple COVID Re-
open Task Force Chair
Task Force members: Jude Cohen, 
Melissa Guadalupe, and Stuart Merl



April Yahrzeit Remembrances
Temple Beth Or remembers our loved ones on the Sabbath nearest the anniversary of their pass-
ing or yahrzeit. The following names will be read during services this month.

April 1
Rabbi Michael Cook 3/30
Joy Beebe 4/1
Sarah Lauber 4/1
Vernona Roberts 4/1
Julius Stein 4/1
Jackie Stone 4/1
Charlotte Steinharter 4/2
Ceila Malbin Feinstein 4/3
Catherine Wohlfrom Nieman 4/3
Lillian Adler 4/4
David Flagel 4/4
Irving Fink 4/5

April 8
Sam Kruke 4/6
Charles Ryan 4/6
Doris Westcott 4/6
Sobhi Hakim 4/7
Evelyn Rich 4/7
Gladys Parker 4/9
Irene Smith Sachs 4/9
Philip P. Holroyd 4/10
Abraham B. Stein 4/10
Jill Beckerman 4/11
Max Fenberg 4/11
Lewis S. Alcus 4/12
Bernard Constantine 4/12
Rabbi Samuel Cook 4/12
Barbara Flagel 4/12

April 15
Stephen Fried 4/13
Sylvia Gray 4/13
Vuokko Kaarina Leppanen 4/13
Robert H. Glickler 4/14
Sol Abrams 4/15
William M. Hoffman 4/15
Florence Paull 4/15
Curt Goodman 4/16
Mildred Nizny 4/16
Zelda Segalewitz 4/16
Hyman Chessin 4/17
Jerome Holzer 4/17
Jill Rosset-Fleishman 4/17
Jennifer Troy 4/17
Arnold Adler 4/18
Lori K. Phillips 4/18
Paulette Winthrop 4/18
Harry Levy 4/19
Donald Foster Low 4/19

April 22
Marissa Factora 4/20
Leo Kahn 4/20
Sara Geisenfeld 4/22
Michael Chesler 4/23
Jean Weiner 4/23
Morton Ohlbaum 4/24
Roy Kenneth Hammonds 4/25
Rebecca Linville 4/25

April 29 
Harold Swillinger 4/27
Randy Goldstein 4/28
Leah Karp 4/28
David Goldberg 4/29
Mirian Jacobson 4/30
Jacob Naiman 4/30
Shirley Conte 5/1
Joseph Sachs 5/1
Martin Sumers 5/2
John D. Auldridge II 5/3
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Our Lives
Do you have news or need prayers? Contact the Temple office at 937-435-3400 to 
share a birth, marriage or seek get-well wishes. Your congregation cares about you!
The congregation sends prayers of Refuah Shlema to:
	 Benjy Klein, Arlene Graham, Madalyn Ammons and Dr. Steve Cohen
The congregation extends its deepest sympathies to the families of:
	 Marianne Coates, sister of Tom Skelley
	 Cheryl Keen, sister of Stephen Scherr (z''l)
	 Joyce Spritzer, sister in law of Marni Flagel
	 Eva Izenson, wife of Fred Izenson
	 Lois Rubens, aunt of Gary Holstine
The congregation sends a heartly Mazel Tov to:
	 Orin Jenkins, son of Gayle and Avi Jenkins, for taking the Oath of 

Allegiance and receiving American Citizenship.
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Temple Beth Or could not accomplish anything without teamwork. Thanks to every contribution of prayer, time and funds, we can 
fulfill our mission of being a warm, welcoming place for ALL. 

Financial Donations
General Fund

		  By:	 
	 Benevity – Anheuser-Busch Companies	 
In Memory of:
	 All that Temple Beth Or has lost in recent months
		  Melissa and Harold Guadalupe
	 Gertrude Philliips
		  Marni Flagel
	 Dr. Ron Gilbert
		  Jan Maharam
	 Rabbi Dr. Michael Cook
		  Nancy and Michael Goldman
	 Jennifer Troy
		  Lynda and Gerald Troy
	 Rhonna Troy
		  Lynda and Gerald Troy
	 Irving Troy
		  Lynda and Gerald Troy
	 Mildred Nizny
		  Martin Nizny
	 Goldie Einis
		  Lori and John Westerkamp
	 Curt Goodman
		  Sharyn Reger
	 Randy Goldstein
		  Sharyn Reger
	 Morton Ohlbaum
		  Lori and John Westerkamp
	 Melville Granby
		  Karen and John Granby
	 Julian Rochelle
		  Karen and John Granby

In Memory of:
	 Ruth Crace
		  Karen and John Granby
	 Joy Beebe
		  Kate and Jake Elder

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of:
	 Joe and Ruth Schneider
		  Joan and Art Greenfield

Music Fund
In Memory of:
	 Joe Bettman
		  Jan Maharam
 

Education Fund
In Memory of:
	 Shirley Maharam
		  Jan Maharam

Campership Fund
In Honor of:
	 Josh Steinharter, Founder and Senior Director of 
the Maccabi Sports Camp
		  Muff and Alan Steinharter

In Memory of:
	 Charlotte Steinharter
		  Muff and Alan Steinharter
	 Dr. Rudolf H. Steinharter
		  Muff and Alan Steinharter

We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Temple’s many funds provide a meaningful way to mark the life cycle events we all experience. From a birth to a graduation, from the recovery 
from an illness to a promotion or marriage, we all experience joy and sadness throughout our lives. To express your caring and concern, please 
send your tribute card and minimum $10 donation to the Temple office. All donations are tax deductible. 
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Special Thank You to our Corned Beef Volunteers!
Andrea Abrams
Helene Adler
Scott Beckerman
Rachel Booth
Alex Briskin
Dena Briskin
Jane Briskin
Robyn Bueltel
Leslie Buerki
Barb Cantwell
Eva Clair
Miriam De La Cruz
Susan Diamond

Elissa Dinsmore
Phil Dreety
Jake Elder
Marni Flagel
Bill	 Fried
Claudia Fried
Paula Gessiness
Rachel Gilbert
John Granby
Karen Granby
Hindy Gruber
Mark Gruenberg
Harold Guadalupe

Melissa Guadalupe
Jerry Halasz
Maxine Halasz
Mike Halasz
Rachel Halasz
Teri Halasz
Jay	Holland
Gary Holstine
Gina Kahn
Neil Kahn
Stephanie Kirtland
Ellen Lauber
Karen Lindsay

Matt Lindsay
David London
Helen Markman
Marilyn Marx
Barb Mendoza
Eric Pachman
Summer Pachman
Roger Pankake
Alex Pearl
Jane Pearl
Cadi Polk
Wendy Rachlin
Mary 'Mahira' Rogers

Ruth Schumacher
Ira	Segalewitz
Scott Segalewitz
Marissa Sucosky
Shara Taylor
Caryl Weckstein
Don Weckstein
Ed	Wolff
Deb Zendlovitz
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  The Talmud is a 
piece of artwork, 
a literary guide, 
a roadmap to 
Jewish legal de-
cision-making, 
and a historical 

biography of the Jewish people. 
It combines centuries of scrip-
ture, discussion, and stories that 
articulate nearly every aspect 
of the way one should live their 
life. Frozen at the point of codi-
fication (somewhere in the 7th 
to 8th century CE), the Talmud 
explained the decision-making 
process and the laws by which 
life should be lived. While the 
Talmud is a document that is 
frozen in time, our peoplehood, 
Judaism itself, evolved into the 
later centuries, continued into 
the present day, and hopefully 
for many generations to come. 
But its stories and teachings are 
nuggets into our shared history 
as Jews. 
  In the Babylonian Talmud, the 
Tractate Pesachim, deep in the 
discussion on page 116a, is a dis-
cussion about children and Pass-
over. As we practice around our 
seder tables, on Passover, we dip 
twice, while on every other night, 
we need not even dip once. How-
ever, in this tractate, in this story, 
we are taught that children are 
exempt from even needing to dip 
once,  even on Passover. Why is 
this the case? Rav Safra explains 
children do not need to dip be-
cause they should be so con-
sumed with asking questions that 
they do not even have the chance 

to dip their parsley into the salt-
water. 
  Passover is the chance for chil-
dren to learn about the woes not 
only of our ancestors but the 
woes of our modern day. It is a 
chance for every question to be 
addressed (age-appropriately, of 
course) so that they may take the 
stories of olden days and learn 
from them. 
  As we sit around our seder ta-
bles, we encourage the youngest 
child to ask the Four Questions 
— questions they may memo-
rize in school or remember from 
years past. Meanwhile, older kids 
see themselves in the parallel sto-
ry of the wise, wicked, simple, 
and naive children. Whether the 
questions are written in the Hag-
gadah, or they are genuine ques-
tions born out of a desire to learn 
and know, Passover gives us the 

chance to teach our children not 
only how to ask questions but 
that they deserve answers. 
  Whether at Temple Beth Or on 
a Sunday morning, a text from 
a Bar Mitzvah student, or on a 
Zoom call, questions are the best 
part of being a Rabbi. Students’ 
questions are an opportunity to 
pass my knowledge l’dor vador, 
from generation to generation. 
  So on this Passover, may our 
Seder tables be filled with ques-
tions and as many answers as we 
can give. But mostly, may it be 
filled with the sound of the com-
munity passing tradition from 
one generation to the next. Chag 
Pasach Kasher V’Sameach — 
may it be a happy Passover for us 
all. 

B’shalom,
Rabbi Ben Azriel

Asking All the Questions
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Sofer Shel Bassel: Torah Scribe Visited March 20th



Adult Education

The Adult Education Committee (AEC) of Temple Beth Or believes that congregants represent a rich set of 
skills, abilities and interests that can benefit others.  Please contact the AEC (ruth.schumacher@wright.edu; 
937-672-3368).  We want to support YOU! 
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Chai Mitzvah Returns April 7th on Zoom
  In appreciation for generous underwriting by Rabbi Judy Chessin, Temple Beth 
Or’s Adult Education Committee (AEC) is delighted to announce the formation of a 
new Chai Mitzvah group.  Because Temple Beth Or has hosted previous Chai Mitz-
vah groups, the national Chai Mitzvah organization is waiving the cost of materials 
to individuals who join the group.  This means that you, personally, will pay nothing 
for materials.
  We invite you to register online and join us for Chai Mitzvah – a personal Jewish 
journey to share with friends. Chai Mitzvah has groups in 39 states and 6 countries.

Register & Learn More: 
https://templebethor.com/chai-mitzvah/

CELEBRATING
ISRAEL

This program is proudly supported by:

SUNDAY MAY 1, 1:30-4PM
Indian Riffle Park
2801 Stroop Rd., Kettering 45420

THE JCC IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:  
Beth Abraham Synagogue
Beth Jacob Congregation 

Camp Livingston
Chabad of Greater Dayton 

Dayton Sister City Committee - Holon, Israel 
 Hadassah

 Hillel Academy
PJ Library/Our Way  

Temple Beth Or
Temple Israel

Live music, Israeli dancing, Krav Maga
 demonstration, activities for everyone!

A large accessible playground for children. 
Israeli-style Kosher box lunches for adults and children 

available for preorder at rochelskitchen.com 
Free admission, and onsite parking!

Our partners at David's Church are seeking childcare for Eas-
ter Sunday morning services. They are in need of babysitters 
on Sunday, April 17, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  This church provides 
our babysitting for our High Holidays and we reciprocate 
during their holy seasons.  If you are willing and available 
please contact Donna at the Temple office.

Babysitters Needed



April Chai-Lights
Friday, April 1, 6:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming

Rock of Ages Shabbat: Marc Rossio rocks the house 
as he and Rabbi Chessin lead a creative and musical 
Shabbat service.

Saturday, April 2, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Apocryphal Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and our study 
group as we continue to explore the book of Jubilees.  
Hear the Genesis stories in a new way!

Thursday, April 7, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom
Chai Mitzvah: Chai Mitzvah is a personal Jewish 
journey to share with friends, with groups in 39 
states and 6 countries. Visit page 6 for more info.

Friday, April 8: No Service Scheduled
Saturday, April 9, 10:00 a.m. In Person
	 Torah Live!: Join Rabbi Judy Chessin in-person for 

Shabbat HaGadol, the Sabbath before Passover.
Friday, April 15: No Service Scheduled

Saturday, April 16, 6:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming
	 Second Seder: Pre-order today! Please see the article 

below for more information. 
Friday, April 22, 6:30 p.m. Zoom & Streaming
	 Join Rabbi Ben Azriel for a streaming Shabbat Ser-

vice including special Passover Yizkor prayers (me-
morial) on Zoom and streaming.

Saturday, April 23, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Apocryphal Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and our study 
group as we continue to explore the book of Jubilees.  

Friday, April 29, 6:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming
	 Join Rabbi Judy Chessin and the Temple Beth Or 

Choir, directed by Mary 'Mahira' Rogers for a musi-
cal Shabbat Service.

Saturday, April 30, 10:00 a.m. In Person
	 B'nai Mitzvah of Max and Miriam Rose
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Hybrid Second Seder

Temple Beth Or is excited to welcome our congregation 
back in person to join us for our Second Seder! 

For those who prefer to participate from the comfort of 
home, our Second Seder will also stream online.

  Our live (and streaming) Seder will include all of the 
traditions of the Passover meal. Together we will eat 
matzah, the bread of affliction, commemorate the harsh-
ness of slavery with bitter herbs, drink four cups of wine 
or juice, and participate in a creative Maggid, the retell-
ing of the story of our ancestors.  Creative touches and 
joyful music will highlight our service and the younger 
set will perform the 4 questions for our congregation.  
Finally, we will have prizes and surprises for all of those 
who participate in finding the afikomen, the dessert 
matzah.  It will be a joy to participate together as we 
have so many times in years past.
  For those joining us in person: Please bring your own 
family seder plate for your table.  We will provide cere-
monial foods.

  For those taking meals to-go: The Temple will provide 
Seder meal boxes for pick up or delivery (if unable to 
come to the Temple).  At 6:30 p.m. our in-person Seder 
will begin, and the Seder webcast featuring Rabbis Ches-
sin and Azriel will begin featuring your favorite prayers 
and songs. The webcast will be available on Facebook 
Live and Youtube.

Where:  In person at Temple Beth Or / Your home
When - In Person:  Saturday, April 16th, 6:30 p.m.
When - Pickup: To Be Announced - See Plan It

Cost: $25 per adult, and $15 for children (ages 3-12).
 

   Join us in person or online and share the Second Seder 
with all of your Temple friends and family!

Chicken and vegetarian meals available.

     Get your prepaid order in by 12:00 p.m. on April 8th to 
be guaranteed a meal.  The webcast Seder will be avail-
able to all whether you order a meal or not.

  Your participation in person and virtually will ensure 
that this will be yet another memorable Passover Seder 
experience.  Chag Sameach.

Preorder by noon on April 8
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Join Temple Beth Or for an in-person & streaming Second Seder 
Where:  Temple Beth Or or the comfort of your own home

When:  Saturday, April 16th at 6:30 p.m.
Take Home: Pick up @ Temple Beth Or

We will be hosting our Second Seder in-person at Temple Beth Or!
The Temple will also offer Seder meal boxes for pick up for those who would like to attend from home.  

Get your reservations in early to be guaranteed a meal.  The webcast Seder will be available to all.

Reserve your meal now at www.templebethor.com or call (937) 435-3400
 

Your participation will ensure that this will be yet another memorable Passover Seder experience.  

Chag Sameach.

Hybrid Second SederHybrid Second Seder


