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Sending Our Kids to College with Strength and Wisdom

As many of our
families prepare to
send children off to
college, our hearts
are filled with pride,
excitement, and
naturally, a bit of
anxiety. This mile-
stone marks a time
of growth, indepen-
dence, and discov-
ery for our young adults. Yet, in recent
years, we have also seen rising concerns
about antisemitism on college campus-
es—incidents that can challenge our
children’s sense of safety and identity. As
a community rooted in Jewish wisdom,
how do we prepare our kids to navigate
this new chapter with resilience and
pride in who they are?

The Torah teaches us, “Chanoch I'naar
al pi darcho” (Proverbs 22:6)—“Train
a child according to their way.” As our
children head to college, we have an
opportunity to equip them with tools
to face challenges, including antisem-
itism, while staying grounded in their
Jewish identity. Here are some ways to
help “inoculate” our kids, assisting them
in standing tall as Jews in any environ-
ment.

Strengthen their Jewish identity at
home.

Before they leave, foster a deep, positive
connection to Judaism. Share stories of
Jewish resilience—whether it’s the cour-
age of Jewish Biblical heroes or your
own family’s history. Encourage prac-
tices that feel meaningful to them, such
as lighting Shabbat candles, studying a

Jewish text, or volunteering for a tikkun
olam project. A strong sense of self as a
Jew, rooted in joy and pride rather than
fear or shame, serves as the best shield
against those who may seek to diminish
them.

Teach them to recognize antisemi-
tism.
Antisemitism can take many forms—
overt hostility, microaggressions, or
even well-meaning but harmful stereo-
types. Encourage open conversations
about what they might encounter, such
as biased comments in class, anti-Israel
rhetoric that crosses into antisemitism,
exclusion from social spaces, or anti-Is-
rael protests in public squares. Share re-
sources such as campus Hillel (https://
www.hillel.org/) for solidarity, or Stand
with  Us  (https://www.standwithus.
com/), Camera (https://cameraoncam-
pus.org/about-us/), or the Anti-Defa-
mation League (https://www.adl.org/re-
sources/research-analysis) to help them
discern when criticism crosses the line
into hate. Empower them to trust their
instincts and to name what feels wrong.

Provide them with responses.
Not every situation calls for confronta-
tion, but our kids should feel prepared
to respond in ways that align with their
values. What might they say if a pro-
fessor makes an unfair generalization
about Jews? How might they address a
friend who shares an antisemitic meme?
For example, they might say, “I hear
your perspective, but that comment
perpetuates a harmful stereotype about
Jews. Can we talk about this?” Encour-
age them to seek allies—friends, faculty,

or campus organizations—who can am-
plify their voices.

Connect them to Jewish campus life.
Before they arrive on campus, help
them locate Jewish communities such
as Hillel, Chabad, or student-led Jew-
ish groups. These spaces provide social
connections and support during chal-
lenges. Many campuses feature vibrant
Jewish life—encourage your child to
join a Shabbat dinner or a Jewish learn-
ing event early on. These communities
can be essential, offering a sense of be-
longing and resources if antisemitism
occurs.

As parents, we can't shield our children
from every challenge, but we can send
them forth with the tools to shine as
Jews in the world. This summer, engage
in these conversations, no matter how
difficult they may seem. Our synagogue
is here to support you. We have spent
the last 12 years of their schooling trying
to equip them with Jewish literacy and
instill a sense of pride in them.

May our children go from strength to
strength, carrying the light of Torah and
the warmth of our community wherever
they may go.

Shalom,
Rabbi Judy Chessin
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Our Lives

Do you have news or need prayers? Contact the Temple office at 937-435-3400 to
share a birth, marriage or seek get-well wishes. Your congregation cares about you!
The congregation sends prayers of Refuah Shlema to:

Sarah Adams, Hagen Blimbaum, Bob Buerki, Deb Char, Arlene Graham,
Jonathan Graham, Melissa Guadalupe, Neil Kahn, Benjy Klein, Ruth
Schumacher, Laurie Verson, and Peter Wells.

Temple Beth Or extends its deepest sympathy to:

Bill and Stephanie Kirtland and Famly on the passing of Stephanie’s
father, Dr. Ron Solomon.

Send in Your Grads!

Temple Beth Or would like to congratulate members who are graduating!
Please send info and a photo of your grad to thelight@templebethor.com

June Yahrzeit Remembrances

Temple Beth Or remembers our loved ones on the Sabbath nearest the anniversary of their pass-
ing or yahrzeit. The following names will be read during services this month.

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Scot Denmark Rachel Gilbert
Phil Hoffheimer Ryan Levin
Stuart Mer Eric Pachman
Ira Segalewitz Evan Weiss
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Administration:
Adult Education: Ruth Schumacher
Audit: John Granby
Cemetery: Don and Caryl
Weckstein
Endowment; John Granby
Facilities:
Fund-raising: Mark Gruenberg
Member Services: Sarah White
Security: Bill Fried
Volunteers: Paula Gessiness
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We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Temple Beth Or could not accomplish anything without teamwork. Thanks to every contribution
of prayer, time and funds, we can fulfill our mission of being a warm, welcoming place for ALL.

Financial Donations

General Fund

In Memory of: Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Hank Adler In Honor of:
Helene Adler Their anniversary and Gina’s entry

into the Jewish covenant.
Neil and Gina Kahn
In Memory of:
Dr. Ron Solomon
Barbara Solomon

Herman Dlott

Mark Dlott and Dale Goldberg
Yetta Schwartz

Harriet and William Fenberg

Janet and Barry Block and Family
Phillip Schwartz

Harriet and William Fenberg Music Fund
Davida Block In Honor of:

Janet and Barry Block and Family  Lena Elders Bat Mitzvah
Martin Spritzer Louisa and Philip Dreety

Marni Flagel
Erika Garfunkel Education Fund

Felix Garfunkel In Memory of:
Shari Marx Davis Martin Sumers

Ann Marx Marsha and Stephen Goldberg
Edit Bookhamer

Bill Kell Campership Fund
Manny Rose In Memory of:

Dan Weckstein
Dena Briskin

Arlene Graham
Mimi Wolnstein
Arlene Graham

Temple’s many funds provide a meaningful way to mark the life cycle events we all experience.
From a birth to a graduation, from the recovery from an illness to a promotion or marriage, we all
experience joy and sadness throughout our lives. To express your caring and concern, please send
your tribute card and minimum $10 donation to the Temple office. All donations are tax deductible.

"“Lettuce’ do a Mitzvah"

It’s time to gather once again at the Dayton Foodbank.
It's the usual drill. Please promote the event to your fellow congregants, friends
and colleagues to volunteer with us. We need 20 people, age 16 or older.

We are scheduled to volunteer on June 11, 2025 (Wednesday)
1-3 p.m. (Please arrive by 12:45pm)
The Foodbank at 56 Armor Place, Dayton, OH

RSVP by June 6, 2025
Sign up by reply email to: bonnie.jjysp@gmail.com
Must wear closed-toe shoes.

Thank you all so much for your proven commitment to this community effort.

It's been a wonderful way to meet new people across our respective
synagogues/organizations!

This project is a joint collaboration with Beth Abraham Synagogue, Beth Jacob
Synagogue, Chabad, Temple Beth Or and Temple Israel.
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Thank you to our Donors!

Pillars
Marni Flagel
Vicky and Robert Heuman
Martin and Martha Moody Jacobs
Dr. Milton Nathan and
Ritva Williamson
Mimi and Stuart Rose
Laurie and David Verson

Builders
Marsha and Stephen Goldberg
Pamela and Stuart Merl
Renee Peery
Jan Sherman

Guardians
Julie and Joshua Atkin
Larry Glickler
Dale Goldberg and Mark Dlott
Ellen Holroyd
Susan and Ron Nelson

Leaders
Karen and Kevin Bressler
Lyuda and Alex Fishman
Arlene Graham
Melissa and Harold Guadalupe
Gary Holstine
Gina and Neil Kahn
Yana and Jeffrey Kleinman
Helen Markman
Annette Nathan and Marc Gilbert
Shara and Steve Taylor
Mary and Gary Youra

Friends
Andrea and Gary Abrams
Deb Char
Eva Clair
Miriam and Victor De La Cruz
Kim Dinsmore
Claudia and Bill Fried
Felix Garfunkel
Paula Gessiness and Jay Holland
Rachel Haug Gilbert
Michael Glantz
Karen and John Granby
Joan and Arthur Greenfield
Susie Hand
Phil Hoftheimer
Bill Kell
Karen and Matthew Lindsay
Marilyn Marx
Sharyn Reger
Caryl and Scott Segalewitz
Annie and Craig Self
Jo Anna Szymborski
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June Chai-Lights

Friday, June 6, 6:15 p.m. In Person & Streaming Saturday, June 14, 10:00 a.m. In Person & Zoom
"Rock of Ages" Shabbat: Marc Rossio rocks the house In-person Apocrypha Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and

as he and Rabbi Judy Chessin lead a creative and Mu- our study group at Temple Beth Or. Bring a pot-luck

sical Shabbat Service followed by Oneg Shabbat. breakfast item to share. LIVE and ZOOM.

Friday, June 13, 6:15 p.m. In Person & Streaming Thursday, June 19, 6:00 p.m. In Person
Family Shabbat: Join us for Family Shabbat led by Navigating Loss: Visit Templebethor.com for infor-
Rabbi Chessin with theme snacks included. mation and to RSVP.

Friday, June 20, 5:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming
Musical Shabbat Service with Choir: Pre-neg at 5:30
p.m. followed by 6:15 p.m. Shabbat Service led by
Rabbi Judy Chessin, featuring the Temple Beth Or
Choir under the direction of Mary 'Mahira' Rogers.

Friday, June 27, 5:30 p.m. In Person
Shabbat Service: Temple Beth Or’s Annual picnic.
Outdoor (weather permitting) Kabbalat Shabbat
Service followed by cookout. Temple will provide
hot dogs, burgers, and veggie burgers. You bring side
items and desserts.

Saturday, June 28, 10:00 a.m. In Person & Zoom

In-person Apocrypha Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and
our study group at Temple Beth Or. Bring a pot-luck
breakfast item to share. LIVE and ZOOM.




