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Judaism: Race or Religion?
I always learned 
to avoid calling 
Jews a "race" be-
cause this gave 
credence to Hit-
ler's racial the-
ories. Yet when 
Whoopi Gold-
berg claimed last 
month that "the 
Holocaust isn't 

about race" but rather about "man's 
inhumanity to man," her words 
aroused consternation in the Jewish 
community. 
  Indeed, Whoopi's assumption is 
what most Americans think — that
race is about skin color. Nonetheless, 
we know that Nazi ideology was
predicated on the notion that the 
Aryans were a "master race" and the 
Jews were a "subhuman race."
  So, which is it? Can we be a race 
when there are Jews of every skin 
color and nationality? People can't 
convert into a race, but Judaism has 
the process of gerut (conversion). Yet, 
Judaism isn't just a religion either. An 
atheist or non-practicing individual 
can still be counted as a Jew if born of 
a Jewish parent.
  Most agree that Jewish identity 
is broader than either race or reli-
gion. We are sometimes described 
as "Members of the Tribe," a "peo 
plehood" or a "family." So, while the 
Whoopi controversy did little to clar-
ify, it did reveal some troubling real-
ities.
  First, it demonstrated a glaring need 
for more Holocaust education here 
and abroad. A 2020 survey of Amer-

ican adults under 40 by the Con-
ference on Jewish Material Claims 
against Germany revealed that 63% 
of American adults surveyed did not 
know that 6 million Jews were mur-
dered in the Holocaust. Half of those 
surveyed could not name one con-
centration or death camp, and one 
in ten respondents had never even 
heard the word "Holocaust" before!
  Second, we saw how the politics of 
the observer is what defines Jews. 
White nationalists see Jews as non-
white with their rallying cry, "the Jew 
will not replace us." Conversely, left-
wing extremists consider Jews at the 
pinnacle of white privilege. As a re-
sult, Jews cannot be included in the 
fight for racial justice. Any discrimi-
nation we experience is downgraded 
from unacceptable racism to merely 
annoying religious intolerance and 
not taken as seriously. Whether or 
not we believe we are a race, many in 
this world treat us as such.
  It may be nearly impossible to de-
fine Judaism, but we can characterize 
the antisemitism which has plagued 
our people for all time. The late Rab-

bi Jonathan Sacks described it as “a 
mutating virus that takes different 
forms at different ages.” In the Mid-
dle Ages, Jews were hated because of 
our religion. We were hated in the 
nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies because of our race. Today we 
are hated because of our nation-state, 
the state of Israel. Antisemitism takes 
different forms, but its essence is the 
same: Jews have no right to exist as 
equal human beings.
  With all the passion with which 
we fight COVID-19, may we fight 
the mutating virus of antisemitism 
which never leaves our body politic. 
We must inoculate against hatred 
through education and build an-
ti-bodies to maintain a free society in 
which differences are embraced and 
bigotry is not tolerated. Then might 
the idyllic vision of Esther 8 come to 
be: "For the Jews there was light and 
gladness; joy and honor."

Shalom,



March Yahrzeit Remembrances
Temple Beth Or remembers our loved ones on the Sabbath nearest the anniversary of their pass-
ing or yahrzeit. The following names will be read during services this month.

March 4
Judith Carsch 3/3
Andrew Todd Frisch 3/3
Ida Plotkin 3/3
Joseph Schneider 3/3
Maurice A. Cream 3/4
Nagi Ahmed Nasr 3/5
Ruth Schneider 3/6
Eunice Cauper 3/8
Ethel Paul 3/8
Robert Richman 3/8

March 11
Else Heinze 3/9
Philip E. Cohen 3/10
Christina Crowley 3/10
Shirley Rein 3/11
Elaine Sachs Veta 3/11
Irene Jacoby 3/12
Morris Sherman 3/12
Robert Dietz 3/13
Berta Sherman 3/13
Donna Throckmorton 3/13
Jacob Bettman 3/14
Anita Wilson 3/14
Isidore Farber 3/15
Leah Klein 3/15

March 18
Joan Chesler 3/16
Francis A. Clair 3/16
Betty Glickler 3/17
Cathy Michelson 3/17
Andrew R. Nathan 3/17
David M. Nathan 3/17
Paul Nathan 3/17
Arthur Liberty 3/18
Ray Cook 3/19
Goldie Einis 3/19
Dana Schock 3/19
Ruth Crace 3/20
Ruth Zolot Goldberg 3/20
Irving Troy 3/20
Helaine Char 3/21
Leo Finkelstein, Sr. 3/22
Yetta Hecht Marks 3/22
Samuel Stein 3/22

March 25
Edith Besser 3/24
Hubert Jacobs 3/24
Rachel Ramsey 3/24
Eric Bruce Stein 3/24
Harold Dunn 3/25
Max Gutmann 3/25
Shirley C. Maharam 3/25
Dr. Philip Klein 3/26
Paul Kruke 3/26
Sybil Sureck 3/26
Bebe Char 3/27
Katie Steinberger 3/27
Melville Granby 3/28
Julian Rochelle 3/28
Rabbi Dr. Michael Cook 3/29
Mollie Patterson 3/29
Gertrude Phillips 3/29

THE LIGHT
Published monthly by 

Temple Beth Or 
5275 Marshall Rd. 
Dayton OH 45429

www.templebethor.com
Phone: (937) 435-3400

RABBI
Judy Chessin  

ASSISTANT RABBI 
Ben Azriel

ADMINISTRATOR
Donna Brodnick

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
Gayle Jenkins

OFFICERS
John Granby, President

Jake Elder, Vice President
Caryl Segalewitz, Secretary

Marc Siegel, Treasurer

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Jane Briskin	 Scot Denmark
Marni Flagel	 Stephanie Kirtland
Mark Gruenberg	 Dan Sweeny	
Shara Taylor

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Administration: 	 Ira Segalewitz
Adult Education:	 Ruth Schumacher 	
Donor Development:	 Caryl Segalewitz
Fund-raising: 	 Ellen Holroyd
Member Services: 	 Ellen Holroyd
Personnel: 	 Jane Briskin
Security: 	 Bill Fried
Volunteers:	 Paula Gessiness
Cemetery:	 Don Weckstein &
	 Caryl Weckstein

Our Lives
Do you have news or need prayers? Contact the Temple office at 937-435-3400 to 
share a birth, marriage or seek get-well wishes. Your congregation cares about you!
The congregation sends prayers of Refuah Shlema to:
	 Ruth Shumacher, Arlene Graham, Madalyn Amons and Dr. Steve Cohen
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Temple Beth Or could not accomplish anything without teamwork. Thanks to every contribution of prayer, time and funds, we can 
fulfill our mission of being a warm, welcoming place for ALL. 

Financial Donations
General Fund

By:	 Joan and Peter Wells
In Memory of:
	 Dr. Alan Klein
		  Susan and Michael Craig
		  Bob Kahn
	 Bruce Holroyd
		  Caryl and Scott Segalewitz
		  Myrna Nelson
		  Marni Flagel
	 Dr. Ron Gilbert
		  Bonnie Mendelson
		  Sue and Ron Nelson
		  Louisa and Philip Dreety
		  Dorianne and Gordon
		  Caryl and Don Weckstein
		  Marni Flagel
	 Joe Bettman
		  Bonnie Mendelson
		  Robert Kahn
		  Henry Guggenheimer
		  Myrna Nelson
		  Marni Flagel
	 Judge William Clark
		  Caryl and Don Weckstein
	 Betty Glickler
		  Larry Glickler

In Celebration of:
	 Maxine and Jerry Halasz’s Special Birthday
		  Caryl and Don Weckstein
	 The Wedding of Dave London and Kim Dinsmore
		  Mary and Gary Youra
		  Caryl and Don Weckstein
	 The Bris for Gavin Wells Magalnick
		  Claire and Michael Magalnick

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory of:
	 Robert Richman
		  Joni and Ralph Watson

Education Fund
In Memory of:
	 Dr. Michael Cook
		  Areve B. Alexander
In Regards to:
	 Ruth Schumacher’s speedy recovery
		  Karen and John Granby

Campership Fund
In Memory of:
	 Dorothy G. Rosenbaum
		  Barbara Cantwell

We Couldn’t Do It Without You!

Temple’s many funds provide a meaningful way to mark the life cycle events we all experience. From a birth to a graduation, from the recovery 
from an illness to a promotion or marriage, we all experience joy and sadness throughout our lives. To express your caring and concern, please 
send your tribute card and minimum $10 donation to the Temple office. All donations are tax deductible. 
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Ryan Levin - The Levin Family Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Dayton - DJCC

Susan M. Snodgrass
Dr. Michael Halasz, DDS

Marni Flagel
MCL Cafeteria & Bakery

Ron and Sue Nelson
Winston Heat Treating
Alex and Jane Briskin

WSWO, 97.3 FM, Dayton's Oldies

Rachel Halasz
David Char - Buckeye Bread Company

Pediatric Associates of Dayton
Caryl and Don Weckstein

Kate Elder
Joni and Ralph Watson

Dayton Optometric Center, Drs. Gilbert and Dr. Rudolf
Gary Holstine - Wells Fargo Advisors

Shaun Nicholson - UBS Financial Services Inc. The Radius Group
Joan and Arthur Greenfield

Thank You to Our  Corned Beef Sponsors:
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Finding the Balance
  Religion is not 
just rules and reg-
ulations. Judaism 
is not just a set 
of mitzvot com-
mandments that 
we must follow. 

Our shared faith is more than that; 
it is an ongoing discussion with our 
ancestors, it is a set of ethics and 
morals, it is a relationship we have 
with our community. Judaism is 
what we want it to be; it is a choice; 
it is up to each of us to allow Juda-
ism to be what we want it to be. 
  A couple of years ago, I was work-
ing on a lesson about Purim that 
would be shared with a group of 
Miami University students. Purim 
is innately a holiday about cos-
tumes and alcohol. The tricky part 
is designing a lesson that does not 
encourage drinking to intoxication 
but teaches about our texts that do 
just that. I know these students are 
looking forward to celebrating Pu-
rim, but it is my job to walk that fine 
line between encouraging and edu-
cating. 
  To drink is to make a choice. I 
make it their choice. After all, I am 
a product of and a proponent of 
the Reform movement, where we 
are all about allowing our students 
to learn and then make choices for 
themselves. I brought to them many 
different texts, all of which talk 
about how Purim can be celebrated 
through alcohol. It was not until my 
final text did it all come full circle. 
From Be’ur Halacha Page 695: “We 
should not become drunk and de-
mean ourselves by rejoicing. We are 
not commanded to rejoice for the 
sake of debauchery and stupidity. 
Rather, we should rejoice with a de-
light that leads us to love God and 
acknowledge the miracles wrought 

for us."
  How profound of an impact this 
statement had on the students. For 
these students, Purim is really about 
“drunkin’ drinking,” as they put it. 
Never before had they seen alcohol 
as a means to celebrate and rejoice 
and a means to allow us to see God 
and the miracles of our life in a way 
that we may not be able to while in 
a sober state of mind. This realiza-
tion led us to a conversation about 
how drinking is not simply a means 
to partying. Still, in some cases, it 
can be used to help us, to help us 
relax or unwind after a long day, to 
help us clean a wound, or to help us 
celebrate our faith through a shared 
tradition.
  Their realization led me to under-
stand the impact that we, as teach-
ers, have on our students. The sim-
ply pointing out of one single text 
brings meaning to something that 
otherwise may not have meaning. 
The explanation of our tradition 
and how we frame it allows our stu-

dents to find a deeper connection 
and motivation to want to be a part 
of that tradition. Our job as teachers 
is to bring our students to a point 
in which they can understand new 
material and re-evaluate old mate-
rial to allow them to become bet-
ter learners, better Jews, and better 
people. 
  By connecting with my students 
through a topic that they under-
stood and knew fondly, I was able to 
bring them to a new revelation, one 
which I encouraged them to teach 
to their friends and fraternity/so-
rority mates. It was an assessment, 
of sorts, of their own life. I left them 
with an understanding of how they 
could bring that lesson forward. Pu-
rim became more profound than 
just Hamen, hamentashen, and al-
cohol. It became about sharing love 
and warmth with those around us 
through celebration.

B’shalom,
Rabbi Ben Azriel
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Did you know that every time you shop at DLM and scan your Club DLM 
Card, you can select a nonprofit to be "credited" with the purchase through 
the Good Neighbor Program? At the end of the year, each organization 
will be credited a prorated amount based on the total donation by DLM, 
determined by the purchases of club members who link their club cards 
to the nonprofit. Be sure to link your DLM Club Card to Temple Beth Or. 
This is an easy way for us to earn money to fuel our mission. 

Add us as your nonprofit of choice now at: 
www.dorothylane.com/goodneighbor

Dorothy Lane Market Good Neighbor Program

Art and Music Café Virtual Preview Was a Success!
  On February 5th we were honored 
to showcase returning artists while 
introducing two new artists in this 
special ‘Virtual Preview’. This virtual 
event was very well attended through 
Zoom, Facebook and YouTube.
My music partner, Marc Gilbert, add-
ed his guitar and vocal talents to an 
eclectic selection of songs, while we 
narrated through photographers and 
artists within our Temple community.
  A very special thanks to Mark Gru-
enberg, who helped to create this 
unique virtual program, while leading 
us from song to artist and providing 
us with an interactive environment 
between artist and audience.  
In addition, thank you to Gayle Jenkins,  Donna Brodnick and Ellen Holroyd for their assistance with marketing 
for the event.
  Thank you to Dr. Judy Chesen, Batia and Ely Eshel, Lorraine Fortner, Stephen Goldberg, Dave London and Ra-
chel Meyer for their beautiful contributions of photography and artwork to the virtual event.
Some of these featured artists have items available for purchase.  If you are interested in reaching any of these in-
dividuals, please contact  Mary ‘Mahira’ Rogers at maryrogers2017@yahoo.com.
We are looking forward to the in-person event; date to be announced.  This event will feature additional sponsors 
who were behind the scenes for the February event.  Our special thanks to the Temple Beth Or-Adult Education 
Committee, Members of the Linda A. Cohen Yiddish Club, Ugly Dog Distillery, and the Art and Music Café Com-
mittee members Annette Nathan, Marc Gilbert, Karen and Kevin Bressler,  and Lynn Rogers. 
  If you were unable to join the Art and Music Café, Virtual Preview on February 5th, here is a link for further 
viewing:

https://youtu.be/g4nl33nFtik

Thank you, once again, for your support of the talented community at Temple Beth Or!

Mary ‘Mahira’ Rogers



Adult Education

An Exploration of the Jewish Short Story March 9th
 Do you like to read, but don’t have time, so you prefer short stories? Have we 
got a program for you!  Once a month, or every so often, read a Jewish short 
story (and we mean short), and come to a follow-up discussion. You will make 
new friends, renew your current friendships, and deepen your understanding 
of Jewish life through the ages in a welcoming, engaging forum.
 https://templebethor.com/upcoming-adult-education-events/

The Adult Education Committee (AEC) of Temple Beth Or believes that congregants represent a rich set of 
skills, abilities and interests that can benefit others.  Please contact the AEC (ruth.schumacher@wright.edu; 
937-672-3368).  We want to support YOU! 
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  Because the Adult Education Committee (AEC) of 
Temple Beth Or sometimes partners with Temple An-
shai Emeth’s Adult Education Committee in Peoria, IL, 
Temple Beth Or is  invited to a special presentation!  On 
Sunday, March 6 at noon (on Zoom), Professor Seth 
Katz will interview Professor Andre Aciman, author of 
the bestseller, Call Me By Your Name, which was later 
made into an award-winning movie. You may have seen 
it. 
  The book and movie is a coming-of-age story about 
a gay, teenage, Jewish boy. You won't want to miss this 
thought-provoking author interview! We are very excit-
ed to bring this accomplished author to the Dayton area 
(via Zoom), courtesy of our partnership with Anshai 
Emeth!

For more information and to register, visit:
https://templebethor.com/event/call-me-by-your-name/

Call Me By Your Name: March 6th on Zoom

Chai Mitzvah Will Resume April 7th on Zoom
  In appreciation for generous underwriting by Rabbi Judy Chessin, Temple 
Beth Or’s Adult Education Committee (AEC) is delighted to announce the 
formation of a new Chai Mitzvah group.  Because Temple Beth Or has host-
ed previous Chai Mitzvah groups, the national Chai Mitzvah organization is 
waiving the cost of materials to individuals who join the group.  This means 
that you, personally, will pay nothing for materials.

Register & Learn More: 
https://templebethor.com/chai-mitzvah/



March Chai-Lights
Friday, March 4, 6:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming

Rock of Ages Shabbat: Marc Rossio rocks the house 
as he and Rabbi Chessin lead a creative and musical 
Shabbat service.

Saturday, March 5, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Apocryphal Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and our study 
group as we continue to explore the book of Jubilees.  
Hear the Genesis stories in a new way!

Sunday, March 6, 12:00 p.m. on Zoom
Call Me By Your Name: Facilitated by the Temple 
Beth Or Adult Education Committee in partner-
ship with the Adult Education Committee of Anshai 
Emeth. For more information, please see the article 
on page 6. 

Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom
An Exploration of the Jewish Short Story: Read and 
discuss a Jewish short story in a welcoming, engag-
ing forum. This program is offered by the Adult Edu-
cation Committee (AEC). Please see page 6 for more 
information.

Friday, March 11, 6:30 p.m. In Person & Streaming
	 Join Rabbi Ben Azriel for a streaming Family Shab-

bat Service featuring 3-4th grade Makor students.

Saturday, March 12, 10:00 a.m. In Person
	 Torah Live!: Shabbat Zachor, the Sabbath before Pu-

rim, reminding us to blot out the name of Amalek. 
Tuesday, March 15, 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. In Person
	 Corned Beef Event: Please see back cover for details.
Friday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. In Person
	 Join Rabbi Azriel, Ballaban and Chessin (ABC) with 

a St. Patrick’s/Purim Celebration.  Special guest Rab-
bi Ari Ballaban on the bagpipes.

Saturday, March 19, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
Apocryphal Study: Join Rabbi Chessin and our study 
group as we continue to explore the book of Jubilees.  

Sunday, March 20, during Makor
	 Torah Scribe Visit: Torah scribe Shel Bassel will pres-

ent the art of Torah writing to our students of Makor.
Friday, March 25, 6:30 p.m. Pre-Recorded Streaming
	 Join us for a pre-recorded Shabbat Service with Rab-

bi Chessin and Rabbi Azriel.
Saturday, March 26, 10:00 a.m. In Person
	 Shabbat Shireinu: Sing-along Sabbath led by Para 

Rabbi Lorraine Fortner and Temple Music Director 
Mary 'Mahira' Rogers. Come learn the most updated 
songs we use in our Shabbat services.
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Purim Live: Top o’ the Purim to ya!
Since Purim and St. Patrick’s Day coincide this year, Temple Beth Or will 
celebrate with extra joy. Join us live on Friday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. for a spe-
cial Purim Megillah Shabbat featuring our own Rabbi Ari Ballaban on the 
bagpipes, green beer and hamentashen. 

Torah Scribe Visit
On Sunday March 20 Torah scribe Shel Bassel will present the art of 
Torah writing to our students of Makor.  We are delighted to welcome 
the religious school of Beth Abraham and their parents to join in on this 
educational opportunity. Parents of our students and interested adults are 
welcome to share in the experience. Shel has done the repairs on all our 
Scrolls over the years.
  Please check Plan-it Makor and Plan-it Beth Or for the hours and pro-
grams which will be presented.
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TUESDAY, MARCH 15th, 2022 
11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

PRE-ORDERS AVAILABLE NOW!
TEMPLEBETHOR.COM/CORNED-BEEF

ORDER NOW! 
WE SOLD OUT LAST TIME!

 Online: https://templebethor.com/corned-beef
By Phone: Call the Temple office 937-435-3400
In person: Mail or bring the order form to Temple

Let Us Make You Lunch:
Overstuffed 1/3 lb. Sandwich on Rye featuring your 
choice of Carnegie Deli Corned Beef or Mrs. Goldfarb’s 
Unreal Corned Beef (Plant-Based), Cole Slaw, Dill 
Pickle, Brownie & Drink (carry-out or delivery)

Corned Beef by the Pound: 
Carnegie DeliCarnegie Deli

Mrs. Goldfarb’s Unreal Corned Beef (Plant-Based)

$18 per meal 
$20 per pound 

$5 per slice of Cheesecake

DELIVERY AVAILABLE! 
OrderOrder 10 or more lunches and we will deliver your order for 
$10.00 per local address (limited delivery area).
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